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1541 July 29, 1904 

PERSIA. 

Report from Teheran — Cholera epidemic at Koom. 

Vice-Consul-General T} T ler reports, June 25, as follows: 

Since the date of my last dispatch, June 18, reporting the outbreak 
of cholera at the city of Koom, about 90 miles south of Teheran, it 
appears from telegrams received that the epidemic has not only 
increased to 130 cases a day, of which about 25 per cent are fatal, but 
that the type has assumed a more malignant form. 

The disease, I am told, has within the last few days spread consid- 
erably in the town of Hamadan, where we have several missionaries 
located. 

A quarantine of seven days has been established about 30 miles 
from Teheran, but it is doubtful whether this will be a sufficient pro- 
tection for the city. The weather has, rather suddenly, become very 
hot, and I have no doubt, from former experience, that if the disease 
should appear it would commit great ravages. 

At the time of the last outbreak, 1892, for some days in succession, 
nearly 1 per cent of the population died during each twenty-four 
hours. 

Koom derives its importance and its insanitary condition from being 
the locality of a famous shrine, visited by great numbers of the Sheite 
pilgrims every year, who come to offer their devotions at the tomb of 
the saint. Its golden domes and minarets stand out in strange con- 
trast to the squalor and decay that surround them. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Reports from Manila — Quarantincthle diseases. 

Assistant Surgeon Long reports, through Chief Quarantine Officer 
Heiser, May 28, as follows: 

During the week ended May 11, 1901, the quarantinable diseases 
reported in Manila were as follows: 



Cases. Deaths. 



Smallpox . 
Plague 



Transactions of service. 

The following-named vessels cleared for United States ports: 

May 8, 1904, U. S. Army transport Dix, bound for Seattle via 
Nagasaki; crew, 116; all on board inspected and passed prior to sail- 
ing; cargo inspected and manifests signed. 

May 12, 1904, U. S. Army transport Buford, for San Francisco via 
Nagasaki and Honolulu; crew, 145; cabin passengers, 58; steerage 
passengers, 6; steerage passengers bathed and effects disinfected prior 
to embarkation; effects of cabin passengers inspected and passed; all 
on board inspected and passed prior to sailing; cargo inspected and 
manifests signed. 

May 13, 1904, schooner John Palmer, bound for Port Townsend; 
fumigated thoroughly with sulphur throughout; entire personnel 
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inspected and passed; cargo inspected and manifests signed prior to 
sailing. 

May 14, 1904, U. S. Army transport Logan, bound for San Fran- 
cisco via Nagasaki and Honolulu: Crew, 176; cabin passengers, 117; 
third-class passengers, 460; crew and steerage bathed and effects dis- 
infected; vessel washed down with bichloride solution; effects of cabin 
passengers inspected and passed; entire personnel inspected and passed 
prior to sailing; cargo inspected and manifests signed. 

Eleven immigrants were certified for deportation on account of 
having trachoma. 

Seventeen seamen were examined as to color vision and physical 
fitness for licenses as pilots, patrons, or engineers. No rejections. 

Quarantinable diseases — Smallpox in the islands — Difference in viru- 
lence of the disease in the native and American — Danger of importa- 
tion of quarantinable diseases. 

Chief Quarantine Officer Heiser reports, May 31 and June 10 and 
14, as follows: 

During the week 'ended May 21, 1904, the quarantinable diseases 
reported in Manila were as follows: 



Cases. 



Deaths. 



Smallpox . 
Plague 



No report of cholera cases occurring in the provinces of the Phil- 
ippines during the week was received. 
There have been persistent rumors of cholera occurring at different 

Eoints in the islands, but, up to the present time, the board of health 
as been unable to verify these rumors. 

Smallpox continues to be present in many portions of the islands. 
This disease as a rule in the native does not inconvenience him to any 
great extent- and the mortality is very low, possibly not more than from 
5 to 10 per cent. On the other hand, smallpox in the American resi- 
dent is, as a rule, a very serious disease, with a mortality in some 
instances as high as 80 to 90 per cent. 

Medical officers of large experience with smallpox in the islands find 
that either a previous attack of the disease, or a recent successful vac- 
cination is about the only thing that protects an individual from the 
disease. The great difficulty of preserving vaccine virus in this climate 
has a marked effect in reducing the number of successful vaccinations. 
In the majority of cases observed at the local smallpox hospital during 
the past two years, vaccinations done in infancy do not exert any modi- 
fying influence on the severity of an attack of smallpox. It is hoped 
that in a short time statistics will be available in order to verify the 
foregoing statements. 

On May 16, 1904, the steamer Indravetti cleared for New York via 
Hongkong; crew, 62, kept on board while in poi't; all inspected and 
passed at hour of sailing; cargo manifests signed. 

On May 18, 1904, the steamer Shawmut cleared for Tacoma via 
Hongkong and Japan ports; 149 crew, 44 cabin passengers, 85 third- 
class passengers; crew and steerage passengers bathed and effects dis- 



